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ABOUT

/ From a Continent to an Island

The exhibition From a Continent to an Island offers to those
who walk through the door beautiful and unusual works.
An exceptional and important collection of about sixty
paintings on bark, created by Indigenous Australians from
Arnhem Land in northern Australia, opens the door to a
surprising world. Exhibit8 gallery showcases an important
part of this collection.

Here we have a world of myths about the creation of
the Aboriginal world, the Dreamtime, which the people
of Arnhem Land have recorded on eucalyptus bark. The
creator ancestors bequeathed the land to people and
tasked them to conserve it in order to live in harmony with
it. This wise directive which our contemporary civilisation
is only now rediscovering, can hardly be found anywhere
but in these conserved ferritories.

For over 20,000 years, it has been an insider’s job to tell the
countless founding myths of Arnhem Land from generation
to generation. Each clan and family perpetuate the story
adding their own reading to it, while also highlighting their
totem taken from the Dreamtime. But the work entrusted to
the initiated is twofold: to continue the narration of the myth
as demanded by the Ancestors, but also to do so in such a
way that the profane cannot access the profound meaning
of what is painted.

Visitors must first get used to the support: a dark eucalyptus
bark on which ochre drawings are traced. Then the eye
is drawn fo a story told in codes that are immediately
disconcerting. We have fo fight against a natural propensity
to try to explain, decipher, guess or speculate. We look,
but we do not see. We cannot. We should not. We are
not insiders. We are on the threshold of an elsewhere that
escapes us, that we cannot penetrate and in which we shall
always be strangers.

Indigenous artists, as transmitters of knowledge, are
necessarily often short on explanations of their very rich
cosmogony. A few snippets of information sometimes, or
rather rarely, enlighten the reading. But very often, only
the image is present, beautiful but enigmatic to us mere
lay people.

This dialogue between two islands, both rich in a strong
mythical past, had to come to pass one day. Twelve
thousand kilometres separate Arnhem Land, where these
barks were painted, and Limassol in Cyprus, where the
exhibition takes place.

These few weeks, during which the Indigenous Australian
lift a tiny corner of the veil that conceals their history, should
be used fo familiarise oneself with another universe — one
with a very old mythology that is still materializing today.

Nadine Berthelier
Curator / EmpeAqTpia

H ‘ExBeon From a Continent to an Island (Ané pia ‘Hneipo oe
éva Nnoi) napoucidlel oe dooug Ba nepdoouv To katddA Tou
exBeciakol xdpou dpopda kar acuvhBioTa épya. Mia e€aipeTikh
kar onuavTikh culoyr pe nepinou e€fvra épya (wypadikig oe
dNoid, nou dnuioupyBnkav ané Bayeveic Auotpalolg ané T
' Tou Apvep otn PBdpeia AuocTpahia, avoiyel Tnv niAn npog
évav kéopo yepdto eknhifeig. Ztnv ykadepi Exhibit8 extiBetal
éva onpavtikd pépog Tng culoyig auTig.

Mpdkerrar yia évav kéopo nholoio oe piboug avadopikd pe
dnuioupyia Tou kbopou Twv Bayevdv, Tng EnoxAg Tou Oveipou,
Tov onoio o1 1Bayeveig Tng Mg Tou Apvep éxouv kataypdyer oe
dMoid eukalinTtou. Or dnuioupyoi-npdyovor kAnpoddtnoav T
yn otoug avBpmnoug kai Toug avéBecav va tn diatnproouv
yia va pnopécouy va (fjoouv appovikd pe auTthv. Tn codr auti
odnyia, Tnv onoia o olyxpovédg pag noNimiopdg poéhig ohuepa
avakahinTer ek véou, Oev pnopei kaveig va Tn Pper noubevd
aloi napd pévo oe autd Ta diatnpnpéva edddn.

ESd kar nepiocédTepo and 20,000 ypdvia eivar n Souleid
TV «punpéveov» va petadépouv Toug apéTpnToug 1I9puTIKoUG
pGBoug Tng Mg Tou Apvep and yevid ot yevid. Ké4Be natpid kai
k4B oikoyéveia Siaiwvilel Tnv 10Topia npocBétovtag oe auThy
0 Sk TG avdyvwon, eved napdMnha avadeikvier To Sikd Tng
ToTép nou npoépyetar and tnv Enoxn Tou Oveipou.

‘Opwg, 1o épyo mou avatiBetar oToug punuévoug eivar SITTé:

odeilouv va cuveyioouv TRy adrynon Tou piBou, dnwg anaitoly
o1 Mpébyovor, al\& eniong kai va To Kavouv pe TPMo nou va uny
diver npdoPacn oto Pabi vénua dowv aneikoviovrar oToug
apinToug.

O emiokénTeg xpeidletal npcdra va e€oikeiwBolv pe Tn Bdon Tou
épyou: évag okolpog dAoidg eukakiinTou énou anoTundvovTal
oxédla oe anoxpdoeIg TG dXPag. XTn ouvéxela, To PAéppa
odnyeital oe pia 16Topia einwpévn pe kDOOIKEG Mou MPOKaAoUy
ouyyuon. AvaykalbépaoTte va avtiotaBolpe otn ducikf pag Téon
nou pag BéNer va avalnrolpe e€nyrfoeig kar anokwdIkonoIfoEIg,
va pavtetoupe 1 va unoBétoupe. Koirdpe al\d dev BAénoupe.
Aev pnopolpe. Aev npénei. Epeig Sev eipaote «punpévor».
BpioképaoTte oto katcdidhi evég «alol» nou pag Siadelyel,
oTo onoio dev pnopolpe va dieiodlcoupe kai evTég Tou onoiou
Ba napapévoupe névra Eévor.

O 1Bayeveic kaMiTéxveg, wg peTaddTeg TG yvadong, ouxvd
(ka1 avanédeukTa) Sev éxouv noANég eEnyfoeig yia Tnv nohd
nholoia koopoyovia Toug. Mepikég popég, 1| pdMov ondvia,
onapdypata nAnpodopicv diadpwtiCouv TR avdyvwon. Opwg,
nohU ouyvd, PAénoupe pévo v eikdva, pia eikéva dpopdn
al\d aviypatikf yia epdg Toug anholg avBpdnoug.

Autég o Sidhoyog avapeca oe dlo vnoid, kar Ta dlo pe éva
évtova pubikd napehBov, ddeile va cupPei pia pépa. Addeka
xIN1adeg xihibpetpa xwpiCouv T n Tou Apvep otn PBdpeia
AuoTtpalia, énou (wypadiotnkav autoi o pAoioi, pe Tn Aepecd
nG Kdnpou énou npaypatonoieitar n ékBeon.

Autég Tig Aiyeg ePfdopddeg, katd Tig onoleg or 1Bayeveig
AuoTpaloi onkdvouv Tnv dkpn Tou némlou nou kaAdnTel
Tnv 10Topia Toug, Ba npénel va TIg xpnoiponoIfcoupE yia va
e€oikeiwBolpe pe éva d\\o olpnav, onappévo pe pia puboloyia
nou e€akolouBel va npaypatdverar péxpl kar oApepa.



Yalata - Brolga

Artist: Yimula Mununggurr
Aben Collection

60x 40cm

Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€2.600

12/

Rainbow Serpent - Ngalyod

1996

Artist: Trevor Nagurrgurrba

Aben Collection
80x 15cm

Natural Pigments on eucalyptus

bark
€2.800

Untitled

Artist: Hamish Karrkarrhba
Aben Collection
110x55cm

Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€17.000

o

Spirit figure, 1999

Artist: Festo Maralngurra
Aben Collection

69 x 26 cm

Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€1.900

15

Spirit figure, 1999

Artist: Trevor Nagurrgurrba
Aben Collection

95 cm x 40cm

Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€3.200

o

Bewk - Bewk, 1999

Artist: Mukguddu Nabegeyo
Aben Collection

75cmx 38cm

Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€3.000

®

Barramundi

Artist: Bob Namundja
Yirritja moiety

Aben Collection
80cmx 30cm
Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€4.200

120

Untitled, 1995

Artist: Bob Namundja
Yirritja moiety

Aben Collection
80cmx25cm
(framed) 2005
Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€3.200



Gangal- Catfish

Artist: Rerrkirrwanga
Mununggurr

Dhuwa moiety

Aben Collection

67 cmx 35cm
Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€5.600

123

Eel-tailed Catfish, 1997

Artist: Robert Mibora
Yirritja moiety

Aben Collection
62cm x29cm
Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€2.200

@

Burrut’tji- Mokumilniymi

Artist: Balatj Mununggurr
Dhuwa moiety

Aben Collection

59cmx 36cm

Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€3.000

@

Garrtjarr

Artist: Clara Wubukwubuk
Matjandatjpi

Yirritja moiety

Aben Collection

115cmx 60 cm

Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€6.200

31

Bapi - Water Snake

Artist: Malaluba
Aben Collection

66 cmx 38 cm
Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€3.800

@

Longneck turtles, 1997

Artist: Robert Mibora
Aben Collection

44 cmx 32 cm
Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€2.000

133

Water Goanna

Artist: Roy (Malibir)
Burrunyula

Yirritja moiety

Aben Collection
92cmx 36cm
Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€4.000

3/

Baru - Crocodile

Artist: Nancy Gaymala 1
Yunupingu

Yirritja moiety

Aben Collection
70cmx20cm

Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€2.600



Barun and Baluni

Artist: Golun Yunupingu
Yirritja moiety

Aben Collection
90cmx 42cm

Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€3.600

1)

Python and Goanna, 1999

Artist: Jacob Namundja
Aben Collection
80cmx35cm

Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€2.800

4

Yams, 1994

Artist: Bob Namundja
Yirritja moiety

Aben Collection
55cmx25cm
Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€2.600

15/

Yams, 1995

Artist: Bob Namundja
Yirritja moiety

Aben Collection
51cmx23cm
Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€1.200

Untitled

Artist: England Banggala
Yirritja moiety

Aben Collection
105cmx 36 cm

Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€3.200

@©

Mana - Shark

Artist: Manurr Wununmurra
Aben Collection
80cmx35cm

Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€4.600

@

The eastern Kunwinjku
1996

Artist: Hamish Karrkarrhba
Aben Collection
55cmx23cm

Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€1.800

@

Untitled, 1995

Artist: England Banggala
Yirritja moiety

Aben Collection

85cmx 26 cm

Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€4.200



152/

Untitled, 1996

Artist: England Banggala
Yirritja moiety

Aben Collection

92cmx 33 cm

Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€3.400

@

Untitled

Artist: England Banggala
Yirritja moiety

Aben Collection

109 cmx31cm

Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€3.600

@

Yelakala

Artist: Jimmy An. Gunguna
Aben Collection
75cmx25cm

Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€4,600

@

Yelakala, 1997

Artist: Jimmy An. Gunguna
Aben Collection

66 cmx 33 cm

Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€5,200

@

Larrkan- Hollow log, 1997

Artist: England Banggala
Yirritja moiety

Aben Collection
75cmx21cm

Natural Pigments on eucalyptus

bark
€1.800

@

Sacred waterholes

Artist: David Galiwirri
Garrawurra

Aben Collection
132cmx 43 cm
Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€11.000

Yaka Minit'tji

Artist: Dhudhunga
Aben Collection
90cmx40cm
Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€8.000

Untitled, 1996

Artist: Bob Namundja
Yirritja moiety

Aben Collection
50cmx25cm
Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€1.300



@

Dreaming associations,
1997

Artist: Mick Ivory
Aben Collection

84 cmx 27 cm
Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€1.200

155/

Ancestral Spirits

Artist: Jimmy An. Gunguna
Aben Collection

116 cmx 73 cm

Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€32.000

@

Ancestral Spirits
1995/1996

Artist: Jimmy An. Gunguna
Aben Collection

93 cmx 74 cm

Natural Pigments on
eucalyptus bark

€28.000



The exhibition will last until
February 3

*Private viewings available upon
appointments
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Tuesday - Friday:10:00 - 23:00
Saturday: 12.00 - 23:00
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